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Welcome! 
 
Welcome to the Prairie View High School Band program. I hope you are excited for a 
challenging, exciting and fun year participating in the band. Band is a wonderful 
opportunity to make friends and memories during your high school all while growing  as a 
musician. This handbook contains several policies and expectations that each student 
needs to understand in order to ensure that all of the band classes are a safe welcoming 
environment for all students who wish to participate. This handbook can be found on 
www.thunderhawkband.net website for reference at any point. I also have an “open door” 
policy. If you find that you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. I look 
forward to a wonderful season working with everyone. 
 

Why Participate in Marching Band? 
 
Marching Band is the sport of the arts. It combines the artistry and creativity of music with 
the athletic demand of marching. It also incorporates elements of dance and theater to 
ultimately create a large scale entertainment production. Marching Band not only 
challenges a student’s musical ability but also teaches students physical fitness, dedication 
and respect. Students will be asked musically to perform challenging rhythms, play notes in 
an extended range of their instrument, focus on balance, intonation and technique of their 
instrument. Physically, students will learn basic marching technique, cardio exercises and 
warm up exercises crucial to being physically active. 
 

Student Objectives 
 
While participating in marching band, students will; 

● Perform challenging rhythms 
● Strive to play an extended range of notes on their instruments 
● Develop a strong, characteristic tone on their instrument 
● Apply critical musical evaluation to determine shaping and expression 
● Demonstrate a high level of musicality 
● Demonstrate basic marching technique 
● Demonstrate basic to intermediate colorguard techniques on flag/rifle/saber 
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Practice Logs 
 
All students in marching band will be assigned practice logs as homework during the 
season. These will serve as a grade for students enrolled in the class and as an 
accountability check for students who attend another high school or who are home school. 
This includes every section of the marching band. A schedule for practice logs, how they are 
calculated into your grades and when they will be due will be issued at the beginning of the 
school year. There will be 1 practice log due a week. 
 
 

Materials 
 
Students involved in marching band will need the following materials in order to facilitate a 
less stressful and successful marching season 

- Comfortable Athletic Shoes 
- Comfortable Athletic clothing for both hot and cold weather 
- A gallon water jug (available currently at King Soopers, Walmart, Target, etc..) 
- A 3 ring binder with sheet protectors (Colorguard Excluded) 
- A lyre and a pep tune folder a.k.a. Plasti-folio (Available at Music and Arts, Universal 

Music, and many music websites) (Winds Only) 
- Reeds and Valve Oil (Winds Only) ** Highly recommend purchasing a Legere brand 

synthetic reed for reed players. ** 
- Your Dot Card (provided by the band) 
- Your Music (provided by the band) 

 
Behavior Policy 
Students are expected to adhere to all Prairie View High School and School District 27J 
behavior policies in rehearsal as well as at any show situation.  Issues with behavior will be 
dealt with in the following manner; 
 
1st Offense = Conversation with Mr. Waggoner + Phone call home to parent/guardian 
2nd Offense = Meeting with Mr. Waggoner and parent/guardian 
3rd Offense = Dismissal from Marching Band 
 
Depending upon the severity of the infraction, steps may be skipped to address the 
behavior appropriately. 



 
Attendance Policy  
 
Students are expected to attend all rehearsals and shows scheduled during the 2019 
season. Students need to be on time for all events. That includes having instruments out 
and ready to play, as well as having all necessary music and a pencil. 
 
If an absence is necessary, students are expected to have an absence form completed prior 
to a students absence. Prearranged absences are subject to approval from Mr. Waggoner. 
To be considered valid. 
 
Unexcused absences will be counted and taken into account throughout the season. This 
activity relies on students being present in rehearsal to keep up with changes, fixes and 
additional material. Students who are frequently unexcused will be held to following 
process. 
 
1 unexcused absence = Meeting with Mr. Waggoner + phone call to parent/guardian 
2 unexcused absences = Meeting with Mr. Waggoner + Meeting with parent to discuss an 
action plan. 
3 unexcused absences = Meeting with Mr. Waggoner + parent/guardian to determine if 
student can continue with Marching Band 
 
 
The Thunderhawk Pride Marching Band abides by Prairie View High School’s expectations 
for attendance and eligibility for extracurricular activities. As such, students will need to 
maintain a 95% attendance rate (that includes tardies) for the duration of the season. 
 
 

Eligibility 
 
Additionally, We abide by CHSAA guidelines for academic eligibility. Students will need to 
meet the following criteria in order to be eligible to participate. 

● Enrolled in at least 5 classes 
● If taking 5 classes, needs to be passing every class 
● If taking 6 classes, cannot have more than 1 failing grade 
● Cannot fail 2 classes or more no matter how many classes the student is enrolled in 

 



Students who do not meet this criteria will be considered ineligible for performing with the 
marching band the week following their eligibility being evaluated. Eligibility is pulled 
Wednesday afternoon. If a student is ineligible, they cannot perform at all the following 
week from Sunday through Saturday. 
 
Being able to perform is a critical part of the marching band experience. For a marching 
bad to be successful in a performance situation every student needs to be able to perform 
with the group. As such, students are frequently ineligible run the risk of being dismissed 
from marching band. We will follow the aforementioned protocol for students and 
eligibility. 
 
1 Week of ineligibility = Conversation with Mr. Waggoner + parent/guardian phone call. 
2 Weeks of ineligibility = Dismissal from Marching Band 

 
Fee 
The fee for this marching season will be $350 per student. This fee is designed to cover the 
operational costs of the marching band. To alleviate the pressure of paying a larger fee at 
one time, the fee has been divided into three payments. 

● $150 due May 18nd  
● $100 due June 22nd  
● $100 due July 27th 

Participation in marching band is a top priority, and having to not participate due to 
financial circumstances is an issue that can be worked through. Please, if you have any 
concerns about paying for marching band or are worried that you cannot participate due to 
the fee, come talk to me. I would be more than happy to work through another 
arrangement to have as many students as possible participate in marching band. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Calendar 
Rehearsals will be Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5:00pm - 7:00pm and on Saturdays from 
8:00am to 12:00pm. Contests will be on Saturdays and treated as an all day event. A 
detailed calendar of events for the entirety of the marching season can be found on 
www.thunderhawkband.net  
 
 
Contract 
 
I, _________________________________________ understand the above mentioned details 
pertaining to Marching Band and agree to abide by the aforementioned policies 
regarding Behavior, Attendance, Academics and Eligibility, Fees and required 
performance dates. 
I also give my student permission to ride the SD27J school buses to and from all band 
competitions listed in the above schedule of competitions and on the calendar 
located on www.thunderhawkband.net.  
 
Parent/Guardian Name (Print) 
 
________________________________________________________________  Date___________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature 
 
________________________________________________________________  Date___________________ 
 
Student Name (Print) 
 
________________________________________________________________  Date___________________ 
 
Student Signature 
 
________________________________________________________________  Date___________________ 
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